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1 Introduction 

Goal and Format 

The Sustainability Literacy Quiz survey (total of 18 questions) was developed in 2021 to assess HKUST 

students’ understanding of sustainability.  The survey is designed to cover a wide range of 

sustainability topics (e.g. climate change basics, ESG issues, environmental management concepts etc.) 

while serving as an educational tool to spark student’s interest in different areas.  Refer to Figure 1 for 

examples of the quiz questions and answers, and Appendix 1 for full list of questions. 

 

Figure 1: Screenshots of questions/answers in quiz 
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2 Results and Analysis 

 

2.1   By School/Year Group 

With the Sustainability Literacy Quiz results collected over 3 years (Figures 2-4; test results in  

Appendix 2), the following key trends are observed: 

• Students in School of Science and Business and Management have lower average scores, while 
Academy of Interdisciplinary Studies (formerly known as Interdisciplinary Programs Office) 
students consistently register higher scores. 

• On average, the Year 4 students score better than other year groups. 
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Figure 2: Results for all year groups in 2021 (%)
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Figure 3: Results for all year groups in 2022 (%)
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Figure 4: Results for all year groups in 2023 (%)
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2.2   By Student cohort 

When analyzing results of individual student cohort over the years data was collected, the 

following trends are observed: 

 

• Students from the class of 2023 and the class of 2025 showed a year-on-year improvement 
of quiz results. 

• The class of 2024 registered a lowered average test result over the years. 
 

Table 1: Longitudinal results for class of 2025 (total score:18) 

Data from 

2022-2023 
Average AIS/IPO SBM SENG SHSS SSCI 

Year 1 8.3 11.5 10.2 10.1 9.3 0.4 

Year 2 11.5 13.2 11.3 11.1 11.0 11.1 

Year 3 Data to be collected in 2024 

Year 4 Data to be collected in 2025 
       

Table 2: Longitudinal results for class of 2024 (total score:18)  
Data from 

2021-2023 
Average AIS/IPO SBM SENG SHSS SSCI 

Year 1 12.5 17 11.6 10.5 12.7 10.8 

Year 2 11.4 11.5 11.6 11.8 12.3 10 

Year 3 12.2 14.5 11.1 10.6 12.2 12.6 

Year 4 Data to be collected in 2024 
       

Table 3: Longitudinal results for class of 2023 (total score:18)  
 

Data from 

2021-2023 
Average AIS/IPO SBM SENG SHSS SSCI 

Year 1 Data collection only started in 2021 

Year 2 11.3 11.9 11.8 12.2 9.3 11.4 

Year 3 11.8 14.8 11 12.7 8.7 11.6 

Year 4 12.2 14.9 11.2 11.9 11.3 11.6 

       

Table 4: Longitudinal results for class of 2022 (total score:18)  
Data from 

2021-2022 
Average AIS/IPO SBM SENG SHSS SSCI 

Year 1 Data collection only started in 2021 

Year 2 Data collection only started in 2021 

Year 3 11.9 13 11.3 12.3 11.8 11.3 

Year 4 11.9 14 10.6 12 12.5 10.4 
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3 Conclusion and Recommendations 
 

With the goal of raising overall sustainability literacy amongst our students, the 

following recommendations are proposed. 

 

3.1   Increase awareness of various sustainability topics 

 

A wide range of sustainability topics were assessed in the Sustainability Literacy Quiz and across all 

schools/years, these 3 specific areas - UN Sustainability Development Goals, HK 2030 Decarbonization 

Strategy and Futures-thinking concept – were least understood by students.  When organizing related 

activities, classes or programs on campus, organizers/staff are encouraged to provide further 

elaboration or highlight relevant links to emphasize the key ideas of these topics. 

 

 

3.2   Focused engagement of students in different schools/year groups  

 

More effort to raise sustainability awareness can be directed towards students in Year 1 and Year 2, 

and in the schools of Science and Business and Management.   

 

For the class of 2024, before they graduate next year, the students in the School of Business and 

management and School of Engineering can be more purposefully introduced to sustainability-related 

content or discussions through relevant teaching or student-activity channels. 
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Appendix 1 

List of quiz questions and answers 
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Appendix 2 

 

Score results for Sustainability Literacy Quiz (2021-2023) 

 

Table 5: Results for all year groups in 2021 

2021 Average AIS/IPO SBM SENG SHSS SSCI 

Year 1 12.5  17 11.6 10.5 12.7 10.8 

Year 2 11.3  11.9 11.8 12.2 9.3 11.4 

Year 3 11.9 13 11.3 12.3 11.8 11.3 

Year 4 12.8 13.8 11.8 11.8 15 11.6 

Count: 304 12.1  13.9  11.6  11.7  12.2  11.3  
       

Table 6: Results for all year groups in 2022 

2022 Average AIS/IPO SBM SENG SHSS SSCI 

Year 1 8.3 11.5 10.2 10.1 9.3 0.4 

Year 2 11.4  11.5 11.6 11.8 12.3 10 

Year 3 11.8  14.8 11 12.7 8.7 11.6 

Year 4 11.9 14 10.6 12 12.5 10.4 

Count: 302 10.9  13.0  10.9  11.7  10.7  8.1  
       

Table 7: Results for all year groups in 2023 

2023 Average AIS/IPO SBM SENG SHSS SSCI 

Year 1 11.7  10.9  11.1  12.1  13.5  10.8  

Year 2 11.5  13.2  11.3  11.1  11.0  11.1  

Year 3 12.2  14.5  11.1  10.6  12.2  12.6  

Year 4 12.2  14.9  11.2  11.9  11.3  11.6  

Count: 258 11.9  13.4  11.1  11.4  12.0  11.5  
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